BY ORDER OF THE  SHAH

sofas.    Yet only a few miles  away,  leopard  and wolf
roamed the forests.

The Temple of Solomon was a Zoroastrian Fire Temple.
Probably the Eternal Fire derived fuel from oil seeping
through the crust of the earth. All that remained were
massive stone steps and a few crumbled walls and pillars.
We did not even know for certain that it was the temple,
for some authorities held it to be the dwelling-house of the
priests.

"Legends so old that none knows whence they sprang,"
began Rumi, as we stopped for a breather, and sat upon
the steps, "treat of the origin of Fire Worship, which existed
long before Christ was thought of. Yet one legend hinges
upon the pilgrimage of the Wise Men to your Christian
saint Jesus.

"Three kings met at Sava, to find that they were all
travelling with one object: to pay homage to a new-born
Prophet. One of them, the eldest, came from Kashan;
the second from Ava; and the youngest from Sava. They
set forth together, their camels laden with gifts. Not
unnaturally they discussed the new star in the firmament,
what fashion of man he was, for only scanty data had
filtered through to their distant kingdoms. Each had
brought a different present. The king of Sava, being
young, had chosen gold; he of Ava, frankincense; and the
more thoughtful ruler of Kashan had brought myrrh.

"They decided to gauge what manner of man was the
new prophet upon which gift he accepted. If he took the
gold, he would be an earthly prince. If he rejected gold
in favour of frankincense, he must be a god. If he set
greatest store upon the myrrh, that would prove him to be
a physician*

"When they arrived at Bethlehem, the kings enquired
for the new prophet, and made their way to the rock-hewn
stable.

" 'He lies within,3 said a passer-by.
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